
Application Process: 
Scientist Training Programme 

Dr Martin Stout 
Programme Lead DClin Sci / MSc Clinical Science:  

Cardiac, Critical Care, Vascular, Respiratory and Sleep Sciences. 
Manchester Met University / University Hospital South Manchester 



The Programme 

• 3 year training: 
– Clinical (work based) and academic (HEI based) 

• Aim to attract, select and retain the best 
calibre Clinical Scientists. 

• Heavily competitive. 
• Great opportunity: 

– (i.e. Full time paid NHS position 3 years and MSc 
degree). 



Job Advert 

Posts are due to commence Sept 2017 



Generic Job Description 

 
Points to consider: 
• READ IT! 

– Understand the role 
– Direct working relationships 
– Terms of service 
– NHS Pension scheme 
– Staff benefits 

 

• This will assist you with 
your application. 



Core Person Specification: 
What are we looking for? 



Common sense to read this carefully. 
 
Find out what your attributes should 
be. 
 
Evidence them in the application 
process. 

Find out about and observe the 
role of a Clinical Scientist in 
your particular area of interest. 

https://youtu.be/LJsIQuhn1zs 

https://youtu.be/LJsIQuhn1zs


Mode of entry 

• Direct entry: 
– Full time, three years, fixed term salaried NHS 

contract 
 
• In-service training: 

– Local commissioning  and national recruitment. 
Already employed within the NHS and nominated 
by current employer. 



What is a relevant degree? 
Life Sciences: biomedical sciences, biology, microbiology, genetics or biochemistry. 
 
Genomic Counselling, formerly Genetic Counselling: one of the biological or equivalent sciences, nursing or psychology. If your 
degree did not include a genetics module, we would advise you to have completed a short course in genetics.  
 
Clinical Bioinformatics - maths (at least A level standard) 
 
Clinical Bioinformatics (Genomics) - genetics, biology, computer science, health informatics (degree courses with significant IT 
content or equivalent). 
 
Clinical Bioinformatics (Health Informatics) - genetics, biology, computer science, health informatics (degree courses with 
significant IT content or equivalent). 
 
Clinical Bioinformatics (Physical Sciences) - computer science, scientific, engineering or maths (that contains a significant level of 
mathematical and computer programming knowledge and skills). 
 
Clinical Pharmaceutical Science - chemistry, life/biological sciences which are chemistry related (e.g. biochemistry or 
pharmacology), pharmaceutical sciences or pharmacy. Applicants do not require a pharmacy degree but this specialism is open to 
those with a pharmacy qualification.  
 
Physiological Sciences - physiology, pure or applied physics, engineering, biology or human biology. 
 
Clinical Engineering - pure or applied physics, engineering and applied mathematics. A relevant engineering degree is one whose 
content would satisfy the majority of the Engineering Council's requirements as stated in their guidelines under 'Bachelors (Honours) 
Degrees accredited as partially meeting the educational requirements for CEng'  
 
Medical Physics - a degree that contains a high level of physics and whose content would satisfy the majority of the Institute of 
Physics requirements as stated in their guidelines. The Institute also publishes a register of accredited courses. 



Application process 

• Opens January 2017…… (we will email you when it opens) 

 



Complete the online application 

Specify preferred post location and identify required 
specialism(s) 



What questions will I answer? 
• Aptitude test (practise as much as possible) 
• Previous questions: 

 



Previous questions cont… 



What are we looking for? 

• Correct entry qualifications 
• Aptitude 
• Understands the specialist discipline 
• Understands the role of a HCS 
• Potential leader 
• Researcher / innovator 
• The NHS and its constitution 
• Teamwork 

 



Interview Process 

• If shortlisted guaranteed and interview 
• Birmingham between March and May 2017 
• Checked required documents to bring 
• Arrive on time 
• Dress and act appropriately 
• Format 
• Who will interview me? 
• Outcome and detailed feedback via Oriel 



The Interview example.. 
https://youtu.be/Q0GCXrr-zCk 

Questions likely related to: 
 

https://youtu.be/Q0GCXrr-zCk


Interview cont… 



GOOD 
LUCK 
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