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6 July 2016 

• Memorandum of Understanding signed between the 

University of Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan 

University and the Royal College of Pathologists. 

• Represents a partnership for the provision of the Life 

Sciences theme within the Doctor of Clinical Science 

(DClinSci) programmes as part of the Higher Specialist 

Scientist Training Programme (HSST). 



FRCPath/DClinSci/ICS 

• MAHSE partner Universities will accept a pass in the 
FRCPath Part 1 examination in a relevant specialty in place 
of the Professional Doctorate (DClinSci) Section B. 

• The Royal College of Pathologists will accept the research 
component of the Professional Doctorate (DClinSci) in a 
relevant specialty as the written option for the FRCPath Part 
2. 

• The NSHCS has clarified that the trainees can utilise 
elements from FRCPath Part 2 and/or the DClinSci Section C 
as the basis of their ICS Project report.  

 



FRCPath and DClinSci 



FRCPath examinations 

• Two sessions a year – Spring and Autumn 

• Applications period 

– December to beginning of January (Spring session) 

– June to beginning of July (Autumn session) 

• FRCPath Part 1: March and September (all on same day) 

• FRCPath Part 2: March – April or September – November 

(depends on the specialty) 

 



Apply online 



2018 dates 

 

 

Spring session 19 March – 27 April  

FRCPath Part 1 in Clinical 

Biochemistry, Microbiology & 

Virology, Transfusion Science and 

Immunology only 

20 March  

FRCPath Part 2 in all HSST specialties (varying dates) 

Results 18 May  

Autumn session 24 September – 2 November 

Closing date for applications 6 July  

FRCPath Part 1 in all HSST 

specialties 

25 September  

FRCPath Part 2 in Clinical Biochemistry, Microbiology,  

Virology and Immunology only (varying dates) 

Results 23 November  



Examination dates 



Exam changes 

Reproductive Science: FRCPath Part 1 practical moved into FRCPath Part 

2 from Autumn 2017. 

Genetics: FRCPath Part 1 practical moving into FRCPath Part 2 with effect 

from Spring 2018 

H&I: New format Part 1 written from Autumn 2017 and FRCPath Part 1 

practical moving into FRCPath Part 2 from Spring 2018 

Molecular Pathology of Acquired Disease FRCPath Part 2 introduced in 

Autumn 2017 
 



Exam changes 



Useful web links for exams 

• Exams homepage: 
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations.html  

• Spring 2018 dates: 
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/examinations-
latest-news-and-calendar/spring-2018-examination-dates.html 

• Autumn 2018 dates: 
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/examinations-
latest-news-and-calendar/autumn-2017-examination-dates.html 

• Apply and pay online: 
https://www.rcpath.org/trainees/examinations/exam-apply-and-
pay-online.html 
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Contacts 

Helen Melluish – Examinations Manager 

Stevie Davidson – Examinations Co-ordinator (Projects) 

 

exams@rcpath.org 


